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P R E F A C E. 


O thoſe ad mix in the Great World, 
L and have an eaſy acceſs to the politer 
1 circles of life, a Preface to the fol- 
lowing | publication will appear unneceſſary : but 


there are others who are not bleſſed with ſuch 


ſuperior advantages; and therefore, for the 
benefit of this lower order of Beings, the author 
has thought proper to prefix a few introduc- 


tory obſervations, in ſupport of his own cha- 


racter and Veracity. Throughout the per- 


formance 


. —— . —— 


iv FRE HE AV 

formance there is not a ſingle line that may be 
called F iction; and, however romantic to moſt 
cars the ſtory will ſound, it is fit the reader 
ſhould be appriſed, that every the mihütelt cir- 
cumſtance has a foundation in Truth ; that there 
are no flowers of invention, no embelliſhments of | 
poetical fancy ; but that all the particulars are 
related with the very ſame degree of Preciſion, 
(I wiſh I could add, with the ſame portion of 
Humour) that Mr. CraRLes F-x relates them 
himſelf, | I ſhall now beg leave to refer the 
Reader to the publication itſelf for the Matter of 


FaQ---and for the verſification I requeſt wg 
indulgence. | . 
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FER Liuftrious Cuapues 1 thou prodigy of fame, 
by 1 Such as no eye hath ſeen, no tongue can name 3 
| + Thou blazing comet of theſe latter days, 

Where humbler mortals tremble as they gaze; 44 
Thee my bold verſe arreſts . impatient gro] {4 
To circulate through all this tattling town 

A Tale, ſurpaſſing ev'ry other tale, 

As far as Prior's rhimes o'er: mine prevail. 


Late from America chere hither came 
An active, enterpriſing, buſtling Dame, N 
| | B | Whom. 


WIS | 

Whom Juſtice, fer n years p aſt, with kind intent, 
Upon a trip of T1 anſportation ſent On, 
How her life paſs'd, and how | ſhe figur d goa 21 of OE, 
"Tis foreign to our purpoſe to declare, SIPs ©; 
Soon as her darling London to its arms 
Receiy'd her fafe from Neptune's dire alarms, 1 3 4 
Her paſſion for adventure quick returns, 
And all her ſoul with great ambition burns. 
O, could ſhe do a deed t' amaze the town, 
And jump by one bold ſtroke into renown ; „ 
Could ſhe, ſuperior to the vulgar train, 
Start up a genius, without toil or pain; 
Life's grand defideraturn ſhe ſhould gain. 

Projects, diſcoveries, inventions, ſtrait 
Croud faſt into her fertilizing pate; 
Slow to receive, or ſanguine to admit, 
Juſt as the whim prevail'd, or maggot bit: 
A ray, at length, of inſpiration ſnhin d, 1 
And paltry doubts and fears forſook her mind. 
She publiſhes, or by herſelf, or thoſe 
Whom inſtruments for her deſign ſhe choſe, | A 

| That 


CO WW 

That ſuch as ſhould'be willing to poſſeſs | - 
A Place at Court---the value more or leſs--- 
Tickle her palm with a retaining fee, 
The place ſhould inſtant at their ſervice be. 
---Her int'reſt with the Miniſter was known 
She had but to ſollicit, and twas dane. 

The bait is ſwallow'd---fools in plenty come 
They ſtipulate - agreed · they pay their ſum--- 
Then building high their caſtles in the ar, 
Leave other ſimpletons their fate to ſhare. 
Rich was the harveſt ſhe contriv'd to cull 
From ev'ry pliant dunce,; and gaping gull; - 
Bank-notes upon Bank-notes inceflant pour, 
And Guineas rain into her lap their ſtore. 


But ſoft ! a ſob'rer ſet of plodding things, 
Whom guarded and ſuſpicious av rice brings, 


Theſe want a Place--t'would be extremely ſnug--- 


But from their ſhoulders an important ſhrug 
Proclaims, fignificant, of faith their lack, 
And ſorces each, alas | to turn his back, 
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(' 4 ) | 
But ſhall theſe Sons of Flint xnchewt'e depart. 
Laugh at her cunning, and elude her art? 000 48 rl 
Is there no method left, that may ſucceed}, | | | 
To make theſe pitiful curmudgeons bleed 7? 
one ww oftiniM ads div Ain 
Horace has wiſely ſaid, (the line I've quoted. 


And well deſeryeth Horace to be noted) 


« In works poedical: I hold it Cn 1 

c To introduce a God into your ſong, gift Cod 

« Except (he adds) in css deff uA, rab 

« Men Gods alone can help you to go. 
ES, . 

So here, as equal to a God, the name 
Of Holland's fon, the favourite of fame; 
Juſt at the point when the began to flinch, 
Is aptly brought to ſave her at a pinch, 


—— 


& Since then, (our female Machiavel rej ind) 
« Since then your faith ſo difficult I finde. 
*« Conditions I propoſe---be this the taſt -- 


_— 


© Soon as to-morrow's fun ſlall.gild 
| | | „ : '« Hith 


("FF 
ce Hither on Expedition's wing appear g- 
Should it ſo happen that * Canes F-x is here; | 
« Tf you will truſt your eyes when they ſhall ſee 
«© His carriage waiting, 'whilſt be waits on me; 
« Then I ſuppoſe no Thomas would exat 
«© More to convince you that my words are fact.“ 


Courteous and gentle Readers, I have now 
Finiſh'd my Preface y it remains to ſhow / 
How CnarLes, with all his wond'rous wit and ſenſe, 
With all his quickneſs, parts, and eloquence, 
His tricks, contrivances, addreſs, and ſkill, 


Prov'd but a Cat's-paw to a Woman's will. 


Sudden her ſcheme completed in her head, 
Poſt to the Senator's the Lady ſped: 


* We can never ſufficiemly admire the originality of the thought in ſelecting 
Mr. Charles F-x upon this occafion, and the wonderful addreſs with which the 
afterwards conducted the buſineſs— She very well knew, that, if ſhe could once 
give them ocular proof of ſo extraordinary an event taking place, nothing more 
| would be wanting to impoſe upon them effectually. Admirable contrivance ! if 

Mr. Charles F-x has a true reliſh for humour, he ought to be the happieſt man in 
| the world at having been taken in. ſo  completely——Byt ſor him, we had been 
deprived of one of the moſt laughable anecdotes that were ever communicated to 


-4he public, and Mrs. Gene would have had no ſulyject worthy of her invention. 
C On: 


1 
On urgent buſmeſs,. ſhe requeſted lese 
Of inſtant audience, in the name of G- . : 


The Youth. was buſy. in his room of tate, * 
Hemm'd in by Jews, in folemn, deep debate; * 
Projecting plans, adjuſting cent. per cent. | 
And ſtraining credit to the laſt extent. 
The meſſage was deliver d--ChaRLESs withdrew, 
All expectation, to the Lady flew ; 
And thus we ſhall explain the interview. 


0 ; 
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44 Preſuming, Sir, as times at preſent ga, 

« That friends look ſhy, and credit's piteous low; 
„That Cakw, and For ET, and CasLIsIE, are pick'd, 
« And as Securities genteelly nick d; 

« That your old Father (gen rous, doting man !) 20; 

&« Bled freely, till he bleed no longer can; 
« Preſuming I have ſtated matters right, 


% Your's is a caſe of Deſperation quite,” 


There is a particular room in Mr. C—— F-x's houſe, appropriated for the 
reception of the Jews, which he jocoſely calls the Jeruſalem Chamber, 
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e Yet from the horrors of impending Fate 
“ Superior ſhalt thou riſe, and ſtill be great. 
© The glorious Secret to impart be mine; 
Joy, and compliance with the terms, be thine | 
% Know, that an Heireſs, in the bloom of health, 
«© And © Hey-day of her blood, of monſtrous wealth, 
4 Good Hundred Sixty Thouſand Pounds and more, 
& Shortly will ſet her foot on Britain's ſhore : 
« Weſt Indian is her birth, and Phipps her name; 
« And I diſpoſal of her perſon claim. 
e If thou art ready to reſign thy hand 
In marriage to Miſs Phipps, thou ſhalt command 
« Her fortune, and herſelf---but firſt agree 
« Twelve Thouſand Guineas to deduct for me. 
On theſe conditions you ſhall be preferr'd, 
« And, when the Lady lands, I'll keep my word.” 


Not with more confidence, in days of old, 
(Mark ] of our Engliſh boobies it is told) + 
Did men moſt ſeriouſly expecting fat 
To ſee a Man into a Bottle get, 1410 

8 Ak 


Et V3” 
Than CyarLEs bamboozled does the ſtory duck, 
And thinks it all a miracle of Luck. 


&« [I'll marry her, do any thing--<the terms accept,” 


He cry'd, and to her arms in tranſport leapt ; 
There, almoſt frantic at this bliſs ol bliſſes, 

He hugg d, he claſp'd, he ſtifled her with kiſſes. 
From this bleſt moment ev'ry ſcatter'd thought, 
Collected, to one central point is brought 
Nor Cards, nor Dice, nor Politics, nor Wine, 
Nor Friends, nor Women, olaſh with his deſign: 
All, with philoſophy, he bears to leave, 

To pay his conſtant court to Madam GE. 

In ſhort, with rare dexterity and taſte 

The farce was finely manag d, till at laſt 
(Allowing Zolus to play his tricks) 

Neceſlity ſuggeſted ſhe ſhould fix 


A time, when the dear Object ſkould come over, 


And be in form preſented to her Lover, 
Jump we at ouce then, Readers, to the time, 
To ſave the dull prolixity of 'thime : 

Suppoſe her landed, ſaſe to London brought, 
"And ſettled in a houſe, as quick as thought: 


Then 


- 
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9) 
Then ſhall you find, with what conſummate-art nies 
A. Woman of Addreſs can play her part. 

When Craxss impatient: haſted to attend, a 
As uſual, to conſult his Female Eriendd 
Tormenting her by queſtions· without enddʒj 
With Lamb- like innocence, and ſaintiſn look, 
Thus the unfortunate affair ſhe broke. 

py Faid 2451 15 40 0 

© The Charmer is arriv d - tyWo days ago 
& She landed: ho-. few to let her knorr, 
« The Match fo clever I-contriv'd to make l 


« And ſhe on her part has agreed to take 


“ You as her Bud---for-better and for worſe— 
« With right and title to herſelf and Purſe. 


To you, whoſe wants are ſo extremely preſling !) 
« An aukward accident creates delay, 

« And muſt,” alas! protract the happy day. 

« In brief, ſhe's at this moment ill in bed 

« Of the Small Pox; and all that I have faid, 


7 »# 
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But ſtill, (was ever matter more diſtreſſing 


* * 
— — — — — a 
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; (10 ) 
te Intreating to indulge you with'a fight, lac asd T 
« Heightens her fever; and augments ber fright; 
« And to be ſure, in theſe untoward caſc es, 
* When women have not ſoch inviting. ny” 0 a 
& Our ſex excuſe from delicacy claimm 
Nor ſeck with Lovers to expoſe their ſhame.” 


* 


Her words were plauſible ; and though the Boy 
Curſt the impediment that ſtopt his joy, 
Twas comforting to think it could net laft, ' 
And nothing would obftru& when this awas' paſt. | 
When now the Doctors with one voice declare, 
Miſs Phipps may venture out to take the ** 
That few, if any Pocks in gbr appear, 
And that her Phiz is tolerably cler; M1 
What humbug next have we reſerv'd in ſtore? 
Hear it, and Female Management adore! 


Soon as the happy CuaklLs, with eyes on fare, 
Buoy'd up by hope, and panting with deſire, 
Went, for the rites of Hymen all prepar'd ; 
With theſe tremendous tidings was he ſcar'd. 


Sur, 


(( xn: )) 
Sir, it concerns me to retard your blifi-<o" 
But I can't keep it---it "muſt out, Sir---yet—- 
« Yes, Sir, indeed---Mifs Phipps---(T bluſh to own) © 
« Miſs Phipps is abſolutely ron MonTHs GO! 


A ſtagg ring circumſtance, no doubt, you'll Gay--- 
Fame---Reputation---Honor in the way 
Pſhaw ! what are theſe ?---not worthy to conteſt, 
When griping Av'rice ſteels the callous breaſt. 


« Why, Ma'am, I think, upon the beſt reflection, 
& JI cloſe the bargain, and have ao objection 
1% Unpleaſant as I feel it, I allow 
« For Indiſcretions, which ariſe, we know, 
« From youth, high ſpirits, and a larger ſhare 
© Of ſwelling paſſions than ſhe well could bear. 
e The ſtory is not public, I conclude--- 
« Her paſſions we will hope are now ſabdu'd--- 
% Bchdes, ſhe will have wiſdom to repent--- 


So huſh the matter up, and I'm content. 


What 


(£295 } 
What ſays the ſequel ? With the ſtricteſt care 
Miſs Phipps is hunted---but nor here, or there, 


Above ſtairs, or below ſtairs, up, or down, 


T hrough all the mazes. of this mighty town | 


The airy Phantom's found---they drop the ſearch--- 
Whilſt Caarres is left unpitied in the lurch: 

And (all theſe ſtrange adventures to complete) 
The Lady, after having play d the cheat, 

Dup'd filly CHARLES, and ſported with his name 
To pigeon others, and ſecure her fame, 


By Juſtice overtaken, is conſign d 


To priſon, there to ponder in her mind 


What ſpecial puniſhment the Law diſpenſes 
For raiſing money upon falſe pretences. 


